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Greenham Common: 2011 Ringing Report 

2011 is the first full year of ringing at Greenham Common by Newbury Ringing Group and Greenham 

Common Nest Recording Group. The area operated is normally the common land in the parish of 

Greenham. Ringing by the group also takes place on Crookham Common usually by group member 

Pat Martin and is not covered by this document except for ground nesters at Crookham Pools 

Ringing was carried out at the following places: 

 Ranger’s Compound (616) Control Tower Car Park. Here 

a feeding station is situated off the common in the fenced 

compound around the West Berkshire Rangers building 

known as 616. The feeder is referred to as the 616 feeder. It 

consists of a peanut feeder, a large black sunflower feeder, 

a fat-ball feeder and one to four Niger feeders depending on 

the intensity of use. Feeders are topped up every third day at 

least in winter less often at other times of the year. The basic 

mist net setup is one each of the following length nets: 18m, 

12m, and 10m. These 2.7m high nets are erected in 

permanent rides near the feeders. Other nets are erected in 

the paddocks and around depending on the time of year, 

weather conditions and number of ringers attending a 

session. In the period October through to March the 616 

feeder is ringed for four hours maximum at least once in 

each half of each month. 

 Fire Plane Gravel Scrub East (FPGE). An area of birch and bramble scrub east of the fire 

plane near the Venture West building. Usually two nets are erected supplemented with 

additional nets depending on the number of ringers attending. This area is mostly utilised 

during spring and autumn migration but occasionally at other times. 

 Fire Plane Gravel West (FPGW). An area of gorse scrub with some birch trees to the south 

west of the gravel. Usually three nets are erected more if other ringers are available. 

 Peaked Hill Nest Boxes (PHILL). Thirty two nest boxes erected in the woodland to the south 

and west of the Fire Pane Gravel have been monitored since 2002 for the period April to July 

as part of the BTO Nest Box Scheme. All pulli found in the boxes are ringed each year. 

 Peckmore Copse & Sandleford Copse. 34 boxes are erected; these areas of woodland are 

in the South west corner of the common. Each copse is monitored by a team of three or four 

during the breeding season and the data compiled for the Nest Recording Scheme as above. 

Pulli ringing of these boxes is not normally undertaken. 

 Western Overshoot Compound (WOS). This is the fenced off area at the western end of the 

common on what was the gravel overshoot of the runway. The compound is divided into two 

and 18m mist nets are erected in each compartment. This area is mainly ringed during the 

spring and autumn migration. 

 Ground Nesting Birds Project. The group also assists providing ringing capabilities, nest 

monitoring and schedule one facility as appropriate for the BBOWT coordinated ground 

nesting bird project on both Greenham & Crookham Commons for the period March to August. 

 Other Areas. Occasional ringing took place in other areas of the common on a casual basis. 

Common (Mealy) Redpoll top, 
Lesser Redpoll below  
2nd Jan 2011 
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List of Ringing Visit Dates with Places and Capture Totals for Each Visit 
Place Codes:  
616FDR Feeder in the 616 building compound 616W or E Gravel areas each side of 616 building 
FPGE  Scrub east of Fire Plane Gravel  FPG  Fire Plane Gravel  
WOS  Western Overshoot Compound FPGW Scrub west of Fire Plane Gravel  
SAN  Sandleford Copse Nest Boxes PHILL Peaked Balshill/Aldernbridge Nest boxes 
LOZ  Heath “lozenges” in central areas CPO Crookham Pools 
Below are visit dates when ringing was carried out.  
Place codes and total number of captures shown alongside each date. 

02/01/2011 616 113 

09/01/2011 616 91 

14/01/2011 616 15 

16/01/2011 616 47 

18/01/2011 616 4 

23/01/2011 616 100 

30/01/2011 616 126 

06/02/2011 616 23 

09/02/2011 616 2 

14/02/2011 616 27 

20/02/2011 616 64 

25/02/2011 616 16 

01/03/2011 616 7 

06/03/2011 616 88 

13/03/2011 616 74 

20/03/2011 616 61 

25/03/2011 616 33 

29/03/2011 616 19 

01/04/2011 616 21 

06/04/2011 616 33 

07/04/2011 FPGE 2 

08/04/2011 WOS 1 

13/04/2011 616 5 

17/04/2011 FPGE 18 

18/04/2011 FPG 3 

19/04/2011 616E 2 

23/04/2011 FPG 4 

06/05/2011 616 11 

10/05/2011 FPG 4 

13/05/2011 PHILL 55 

14/05/2011 SAN 8 

15/05/2011 CPO 2 

17/05/2011 PHILL 125 

21/05/2011 PHILL 11 

23/05/2011 FPG 4 

03/06/2011 FPGE 4 

09/06/2011 FPG 4 

13/06/2011 616W 2 

15/06/2011 616W 2 

24/06/2011 FPG 2 

04/07/2011 WOS 5 

05/07/2011 616 6 

10/07/2011 FPGE 8 

11/07/2011 CPO 1 

12/07/2011 FPG 3 

14/07/2011 WOS 3 

20/07/2011 616 21 

25/07/2011 LOZ 5 

27/07/2011 FPGW 7 

28/07/2011 WOS 9 

29/07/2011 LOZ 2 

31/07/2011 616/FPGE 36 

05/08/2011 WOS 10 

09/08/2011 616 41 

10/08/2011 FPGE 16 

16/08/2011 616 16 

19/08/2011 WOS 7 

21/08/2011 FPGE 30 

28/08/2011 FPGE 17 

30/08/2011 WOS 17 

31/08/2011 616 23 

11/09/2011 616 11 

20/09/2011 616 6 

22/09/2011 WOS 8 

28/09/2011 WOS 16 

29/09/2011 FPGE 24 

09/10/2011 616 21 

13/10/2011 WOS 6 

14/10/2011 FPGE 11 

17/10/2011 616 53 

20/10/2011 WOS 6 

21/10/2011 FPGE 8 

28/10/2011 WOS 16 

02/11/2011 616 22 

09/11/2011 616 23 

14/11/2011 WOS 21 

22/11/2011 616 65 

25/11/2011 WOS 2 

04/12/2011 616 67 

18/12/2011 616 35 

 

Ringers during weekdays are usually Jan Legg with Ian Weston and occasionally others. Other 

members join at weekends when between four and ten are usually present. Visit made at other times 

for nest monitoring and general observations not included. 
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Ringing Totals Summary Greenham Common 2011 

 Retraps/ 
 Species Full grown Pulli Recoveries Total 
 Sparrowhawk 1 0 2 3 
 Kestrel 1 0 0 1 
 Ringed Plover 0 7 0 7 
 Lapwing 0 21 3 24 
 Collared Dove 2 0 0 2 
 Green Woodpecker 1 0 1 2 
 Great Spotted Woodpecker 8 0 16 24 
 Woodlark 1 5 0 6 
 Meadow Pipit 1 5 0 6 
 Wren 6 0 1 7 
 Dunnock 20 0 16 36 
 Robin 36 0 11 47 
 Nightingale 1 0 0 1 
 Redstart 1 0 0 1 
 Stonechat 3 0 0 3 
 Blackbird 32 0 7 39 
 Song Thrush 6 0 1 7 
 Redwing 2 0 0 2 
 Lesser Whitethroat 1 0 0 1 
 Whitethroat 23 0 0 23 
 Garden Warbler 10 0 1 11 
 Blackcap 47 0 2 49 
 Chiffchaff 38 0 1 39 
 Willow Warbler 12 0 0 12 
 Goldcrest 36 0 2 38 
 Firecrest 1 0 0 1 
 Long-tailed Tit 31 0 16 47 
 Marsh Tit 4 0 2 6 
 Coal Tit 9 8 15 32 
 Blue Tit 218 112 148 478 
 Great Tit 124 75 96 295 
 Nuthatch 0 0 1 1 
 Jay 2 0 0 2 
 Chaffinch 25 0 3 28 
 Brambling 4 0 0 4 
 Greenfinch 24 0 0 24 
 Goldfinch 93 0 16 109 
 Siskin 58 0 8 66 
 Linnet 2 0 0 2 
 Common Redpoll 10 0 5 15 
 Lesser Redpoll 257 0 170 427 
 Bullfinch 10 0 0 10 
 Reed Bunting 1 0 0 1 

Total for: Greenham Common 1162 233 544 1939 

 
Of note are: 

Ringed Plover Two broods of 4 and 3 ringed as pulli at the Fire Plane Gravel. 

Lapwing 21 pulli ringed in the year, the recoveries are those birds that survived 

to be colour ringed (about seven days old) just one seen to fledge. The 

other two last seen at 616W thought to have been taken by foxes. 
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Collared Doves Very wary and difficult to capture 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 24 captures of 14 individuals 

Woodlark An adult and two broods of 3 and 2 chicks. 

Meadow pipit  Few about during the year total includes a brood of five  

Dunnock and Robin Good numbers mostly captured out on the heath/scrub 

Nightingale Just one capture hopefully will do better in the future. 

Redstart A scarce migrant on the common and the second year we have been 

lucky enough to trap one. 

Stonechat Three adults and no nests located this year; must try harder! 

Thrush’s Unexpected numbers of Blackbird with a few of Song Thrush and a 

couple of Redwing the latter always nice to see in the hand. 

Warblers Good numbers of Blackcap, Garden 

Warbler, Whitethroat, Chiffchaff and 

Willow Warbler and a Scarce Lesser 

Whitethroat as a bonus. 

Goldcrest A species effort made in the autumn 

mostly at the western enclosure paid 

off; hope to repeat in 2012. 

Firecrest One in the net was a nice surprise 

when going for Goldcrest. 

Tits Good Numbers of Blue Tit and Great captured in winter at the 616 

feeder including one or two ringed as pulli in nest boxes. Coal Tit are 

captured in small numbers and just one or two Marsh Tit visit feeders 

in winter. Long-tailed Tit also visit the peanut 

feeder and also out onto the heath and scrub in 

feeding flocks. 

Chaffinch Good numbers for the first winter period at the 

616 feeder, many migrant birds from the north 

Brambling Four birds captured of this scarce migrant from 

the north, probably Scandinavia. 

Greenfinch Showing signs of recovery from the bug that 

has decimated the local population. 

Goldfinch An abundant, regular visitors to the feeder. 

Siskin Good numbers visited the feeder in the first winter period; Jan to Apr. 

Linnet Difficult to capture and not yet visiting feeders. 

Mealy Redpoll A recent split from the next species which it was formerly co-specific 

with ten individuals in the first winter period after not capturing any 

during the Newbury Ringing Group’s 40+ years history. 

Lesser Redpoll Phenomenal numbers visited the feeder in the first winter period Jan to 

Apr almost double the group’s total for the 1967 to 2011 period! 

Bullfinch A resident breeder particularly in the 616 scrub. 

 

Brambling 16th Jan 2011 

Firecrest 30th Aug 2011 
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Below is a schedule showing the number of captures of each species, the number ringed (new) during 

2011 and the number and year of ringing of recaptures 

Initial Ringing Year Species Totals Report for Greenham Common 2011 

 Total New in  Recaptures     f r o m     
 Capture 2011   2010 2009 2008 2007  
Sparrowhawk 1 1 

Kestrel 1 1 

Ringed Plover 7 7 

Lapwing 21 21 

Collared Dove 2 2 

Green Woodpecker 1 1 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 14 8 5 1 

Woodlark 6 6 

Meadow Pipit 6 6 

Wren 6 6 

Dunnock 24 20 4 

Robin 41 36 5 

Nightingale 1 1 

Redstart 1 1 

Stonechat 3 3 

Blackbird 34 32 2 

Song Thrush 7 6 1 

Redwing 2 2 

Lesser Whitethroat 1 1 

Whitethroat 23 23 

Garden Warbler 10 10 

Blackcap 47 47 

Chiffchaff 38 38 

Willow Warbler 12 12 

Goldcrest 36 36 

Firecrest 1 1 

Long-tailed Tit 31 31 

Marsh Tit 4 4 

Coal Tit 20 17 3 

Blue Tit 379 330 46 3 

Great Tit 226 199 26 1 

Jay 2 2 

Chaffinch 26 25 1 

Brambling 4 4 

Greenfinch 24 24 

Goldfinch 98 93 5 

Siskin 59 58 1 

Linnet 2 2 

Common Redpoll 10 10 

Lesser Redpoll 263 257 6 

Bullfinch 10 10 

Reed Bunting 1 1 
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List of Species showing ringing totals for the sub-sites on Greenham Common  

(Codes as for visit schedule) 
Most captures are at the winter feeder (FDR616) as might be expected, followed by the scrub to the 
east of the Fire Plane Gravel (FPGE) 
The scrub at FDR616 is ringed throughout the year particularly during Spring and Autumn migration 
and from October to March of the following year.  

Species 616E 616W LOZ CPO FDR616 FPG FPGE FPGW WOS PHILL SAN 

Blackbird     14  23  2   

Blackcap     8  27  14   

Blue Tit     337  7 1 18 115  

Brambling     4       

Bullfinch     8  2     

Chaffinch     25  3     

Chiffchaff     9  11  19   

Coal Tit     24      8 

Collared Dove     2       

Common Redpoll     15       

Dunnock     26  10     

Firecrest         1   

Garden Warbler     2  7  2   

Goldcrest     9  3  26   

Goldfinch     107    2   

Great Spotted Woodpecker     24       

Great Tit     204  12  4 75  

Green Woodpecker         2   

Greenfinch     22  2     

Jay         2   

Kestrel     1       

Lapwing 2 5  3  14      

Lesser Redpoll     423    4   

Lesser Whitethroat     1       

Linnet       1  1   

Long-tailed Tit     37  1  9   

Marsh Tit     6       

Meadow Pipit   5      1   

Nightingale       1     

Nuthatch     1       

Redstart       1     

Redwing     2       

Reed Bunting     1       

Ringed Plover      7      

Robin     21  21 1 4   

Siskin     66       

Song Thrush     1  5 1    

Sparrowhawk     3       

Stonechat         3   

Whitethroat   2  1  12 3 5   

Willow Warbler     3  4  5   

Woodlark 2     3   1   

Wren     2  2 1 2   
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Nest Recording 

In 2011 a nest monitoring group was set up, although initially there were eight volunteers it stabilised 
at five members. Pulli in nest boxes at Peckmore and Sandleford Copses are not normally ringed. 

77 Nest were monitored with 65 Nest records submitted to the National Nest Record Scheme 
 
The Peckmore Team (Steve Coulson, Martin Dear, Jon Brockbank) in 2011: located, 
refurbished or replaced 17 old boxes in Peckmore Copse.  
In the 2011 breeding season:  

Blue Tit  occupied 5 boxes, 37 young fledged 
Great Tit  occupied 4 boxes, 31 young fledged. 

The Sandleford Team (Steve Ord, Katty Baird) in 2011 located, refurbished or replaced 17 
old boxes in Sandleford Copse.  
In the 2011 breeding season: 

Blue Tit  occupied 7 boxes, 67 young fledged 
Coal Tit  occupied 1 box 8 young fledged. 
Nuthatch  occupied 1 box 8 young fledged 

Newbury Ringing Group since 2002 monitored 32 boxes in the Balshill Gully/Aldernbridge 
Gully Woodland. (Peaked Hill) 
In the 2011 breeding season: 

Blue Tit  occupied 14 boxes, 113 young fledged 
Great Tit  occupied 8 boxes, 75 young fledged. 

Below is a chart showing species occupation and young fledge between 2002 and 2011. 
2011 is a relatively good year. Blue Tit Numbers are fairly stabile throughout the period and 
Great Tit numbers show a significant increase towards the end of the period. 

 
Other species nest monitored on the commons in 2011 

Lapwing  16 nests monitored, 5 young fledged 
Ringed Plover  4 nests monitored, 5 young fledged. 
Little Ringed Plover  4 nests monitored, 1 young fledged 
Meadow Pipit  1 nest monitored, 4 young fledged. 
Woodlark 2 nest monitored, 3 and 2 young fledged.  
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Ringing Totals for the period 2002 to 2011 
SPECIES 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 Total 

Blackbird                 27 39 86 

Blackcap                 35 49 90 

Blue Tit 121 118 89 110 100 116 113 102 367 478 1916 

Brambling                 1 4 5 

Bullfinch                 9 10 25 

Chaffinch                 18 28 49 

Chiffchaff                 31 39 72 

Coal Tit                 21 32 59 

Collared Dove                   2 2 

Common Redpoll                   15 15 

Dunnock                 28 36 85 

Firecrest                   1 1 

Garden Warbler                 16 11 31 

Goldcrest                 12 38 54 

Goldfinch                 86 109 205 

Great Sptd Wpecker                 13 24 46 

Great Tit 12 16   2 10 12 31 28 207 295 714 

Green Woodpecker                 5 2 11 

Greenfinch                 16 24 53 

House Sparrow                     1 

Jay                   2 2 

Kestrel                   1 1 

Lapwing                 29 24 60 

Lesser Redpoll                 8 427 491 

Lesser Whitethroat                 1 1 2 

Linnet                   2 3 

Little Ringed Plover                 5   5 

Long-tailed Tit                 17 47 93 

Magpie                 1   1 

Marsh Tit                 6 6 14 

Meadow Pipit                 6 6 13 

Nightingale                 6 1 12 

Nightjar     2           1   3 

Nuthatch   8 24 25 11 17 13 9 11 1 126 

Redstart                 1 1 2 

Redwing                 2 2 4 

Reed Bunting                 1 1 2 

Ringed Plover                 4 7 18 

Robin                 30 47 101 

Sedge Warbler                 2   2 

Siskin                 1 66 75 

Song Thrush                 7 7 19 

Sparrowhawk                 2 3 8 

Stonechat                 6 3 10 

Treecreeper                 1   1 

Whitethroat                 33 23 65 

Willow Warbler                 15 12 31 

Woodlark                 3 6 9 

Wren                 6 7 16 

 Total 133 142 115 137 121 145 157 139 1097 1939 4709 
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Oldest Recaptures in 2011; over 1year 6 months (1.5 years) 
Bird ID Species Ring DTE Cap DTE Days Years 

T929203 CHAFFINCH 14-Jan-05 11-SSep-11 2066 5.660 

V137775 BLUE TIT 05-Aug-06 11-Dec-11 1961 5.373 

RJ84193 GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER 02-Jun-07 04-Dec-11 1646 4.510 

V533965 DUNNOCK 28-Jul-07 18-Dec-11 1604 4.395 

V534400 GREAT TIT 01-Nov-07 20-Feb-11 1206 3.304 

DD77334 SPARROWHAWK 12-Oct-08 18-Dec-11 1162 3.184 

X214054 GARDEN WARBLER 29-Apr-09 06-May-11 737 2.019 

V232414 SISKIN 08-Apr-09 06-Mar-11 697 1.910 

 
Movement Records of birds captured in 2011; over 4 kilometres 
Bird ID Species Ring Date Ring Place Last Date Capture Place km 
V232414 SISKIN 08-Apr-2009 Blairgorm, Speyside 

Scotland 
06-Mar-11 616 Feeder 

Greenham Common 

670 

L912383 LESSER 
REDPOLL 

06-Apr-11 616 Feeder 

Greenham Common 
20-Oct-11 Oxmor Wood, Nr 

Runcorn Cheshire 
239 

L020689 LESSER 
REDPOLL 

30-Oct-2010 Whixall & Fenn’s 
Mosses, Shropshire 

23-Jan-2011 616 Feeder 

Greenham Common  

199 

L687185 LESSER 
REDPOLL 

14-Oct-2010 Castlemorton 
Common, Worcs. 

30-Jan-2011 616 Feeder 

Greenham Common 

104 

L587228 LESSER 
REDPOLL 

26-Nov-2010 Eversley Common, 
Hampshire 

20-Mar-2011 616 Feeder 

Greenham Common 

31 

L326443 LESSER 
REDPOLL 

06-Feb-11 616 Feeder 

Greenham Common 
26-Mar-11 Hen's Wood 

Savernake 
Marlborough 

24 

L912267 LESSER 
REDPOLL 

20-Mar-11 616 Feeder 

Greenham Common 
26-Mar-11 Hen's Wood 

Savernake 
Marlborough 

24 

L645604 GOLDFINCH 31-Oct-10 616 Feeder 

Greenham Common 
12-Mar-11 Crookham Nr 

Thatcham 
5 

L326053 BLUE TIT 09-Jan-11 616 Feeder 

Greenham Common 
18-Sep-11 Thatcham Marsh 

LNR 
4 

L035915 REED 
BUNTING 

08-Aug-10 FGP east scrub 

Greenham Common 
25-Jun-11 Thatcham Marsh 

LNR 
4 

Four recoveries of reasonable distance:  
Siskin V232414 from Blairgorm, Granton on Spey, Scotland 670km 
Lesser Redpoll L912383 to Runcorn, Cheshire 239km 
Lesser Redpoll L020689 from Whixall & Fenn’s Mosses, Shropshire, 199km 
Lesser Redpoll L687185 from nr Castlemorton Common, Worcestershire 104km 
Three short distance recoveries: 
Lesser Redpoll L587228 from Eversley Common, Hants. 31km 
Lesser Redpoll L326443 & L912267 to Savernake Forest, nr Marlborough 24Km  
Other movements local are local: from different parts of the common and Thatcham Marsh. 
 
Below are maps for Lesser Redpoll and Siskin from the Recoveries Section of the 
www.newburyrg.com website showing recoveries in and from the Newbury area; for fully 
interactive versions of the maps go to the website. 
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Ringing Team of 2011: 
Annalea Beard, Ally Bunning, Duncan Long, Dave Hobley, Elliot Lea, Ian Weston, 
Jon Wilding, Jan Legg, Pat Martin, Matt Dowse, Owain Gabb, Peter Northcote, Reg Smith. 
 
2011 Species List For Greenham & Crookham Common as Seen By Ian Weston & Jan Legg 

Blackbird 
Blackcap 
Black-headed Gull 
Blue Tit 
Brambling 
Bullfinch 
Buzzard 
Canada Goose 
Carrion Crow 
Chaffinch 
Chiffchaff 
Coal Tit 
Collared Dove 
Common Crossbill 
Common Tern 
Cormorant 
Dartford Warbler 
Dunlin 
Dunnock 
Egyptian Goose 
Firecrest 
Garden Warbler 
Goldcrest 
Golden Plover 
Goldfinch 
Great Spotted Woodpecker 
Great Tit 
Green Sandpiper 
Green Woodpecker 
Greenfinch 
Greenshank 
Grey Heron 
Grey Wagtail 
Herring Gull 

Hobby 
House Martin 
House Sparrow 
Jackdaw 
Jay 
Kestrel 
Lapwing 
Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Lesser Redpoll 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
Lesser Whitethroat 
Linnet 
Little Egret 
Little Ringed Plover 
Long-tailed Tit 
Magpie 
Marsh Tit 
Meadow Pipit 
Mealy Redpoll 
Mistle Thrush 
Mute Swan 
Nightingale 
Nightjar 
Nuthatch 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
Pheasant 
Pied Wagtail 
Raven 
Red Kite 
Red-legged Partridge 
Redshank 
Redstart 
Redwing 
Reed Bunting 

Ring Ouzle 
Ringed Plover 
Robin 
Rook 
Sedge Warbler 
Shelduck 
Short-eared Owl 
Siskin 
Skylark 
Snipe 
Song Thrush 
Sparrowhawk 
Spotted Flycatcher 
Starling 
Stock Dove 
Stonechat 
Swallow 
Swift 
Waxwing 
Wheatear 
Whinchat 
Whitethroat 
Willow Warbler 
Wood Sandpiper 
Woodcock 
Woodlark 
Woodpigeon 
Wren 
Yellow Wagtail 
Yellowhammer 
Yellow-legged Gull 
 

 

100 Species recorded.  
Breeding species shown bold. 


